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AN ACT in relation to children

WHEREAS, Untreated mnmental health problens in children
have serious fiscal consequences for the State because they
af f ect children's ability to learn and increase their
propensity for violence, alcohol and substance abuse, and
ot her delinquent behaviors that are extrenely costly to

treat; and

WHEREAS, One in 10 children in Illinois suffers from a
nment al illness severe enough to cause sone |level of
inpairnment; yet, in any given year only about 20% of these

children receive nental health services; and

WHEREAS, Many ment al health problens are largely
preventable or can be mnimzed wth pronotion and early
intervention services that have been shown to be effective

and that reduce the need for nore costly interventions; and

VWHEREAS, Children's social developnment and enotional
devel opnent are essential underpinnings to school readiness

and acadeni c success; and

VWHEREAS, A conprehensive, coordinated children's nental
health system can help maximze resources and mnimze

duplication of services; and

VWHEREAS, The Illinois Children's Mental Health Task Force
engaged a broad, nulti-disciplinary group that reached
consensus on recommendations that serve as the basis for the

provisions of this Act; therefore

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the
Children's Mental Health Act of 200S3.
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Section 5. Children's Mental Health Pl an.

(a) The State of Illinois shall develop a Children's

Mental Health Plan containing short-term and | ong-term
recomendations to provide conprehensive, coordinated nental
heal th prevention, early intervention, and treatnent services
for children frombirth through age 18. This Plan shal

i ncl ude but not be limted to:

(1) Coordinated provider services and interagency
referral networks for children frombirth through age 18
to maxi m ze resources and mnimze duplication of
servi ces.

(2) Cuidelines for i ncor porating soci al and
enoti onal devel opnent into school |earning standards and
educati onal progranms, pursuant to Section 15 of this Act.

(3) Protocols for i npl enenti ng screening and
assessnment of children prior to any admssion to an
inpatient hospital for psychiatric services, pursuant to
subsection (a) of Section 5-5.23 of the Illinois Public
Ai d Code.

(4) Recommendations regarding a State budget for
children's nmental health prevention, early intervention,
and treatnent across all State agencies.

(5 Recommendations for State and | ocal mechani sns
for integrating federal, State, and | ocal funding sources
for children's nental health.

(6) Recommendations for building a qualified and
adequately trained workforce prepared to provide nental
health services for children frombirth through age 18
and their famlies.

(7) Recommendations for facilitating research on
best practices and nodel prograns, and dissem nation of
this information to Illinois policynakers, practitioners,
and the general public through training, technical

assi stance, and educational material s.
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(8 Recommendati ons for a conpr ehensi ve,
multi-faceted public awareness canpaign to reduce the
stigna of nental illness and educate famlies, the
general public, and other key audiences about t he
benefits of children's social and enotional devel opnent,
and how to access services.

(9) Recommendations for creating a quality-driven
children's ment al heal th system W th shar ed
accountability anong key State agencies and prograns that
conducts ongoi ng needs assessnents, uses out cone
i ndi cators and benchmarks to neasure progress, and
i npl ements quality data tracking and reporting systens.
(b) The Children's Mental Health Partnership (hereafter

referred to as "the Partnership") is created. The Partnership
shall have the responsibility of devel oping and nonitoring
the inplenentation of the Children's Mental Health Plan as
approved by the Governor. The Children's Mental Health
Partnership shall be conprised of: the Secretary of Human
Services or his or her designee; the State Superintendent of
Education or his or her designee; the directors of the
departnments of Children and Famly Services, Public Ad,
Public Health, and Corrections, or their designees; the head
of the Illinois Violence Prevention Authority, or his or her
designee; the Attorney General or his or her designee; up to
25 representatives of community nental health authorities and
statewide nental health, children and famly advocacy, early
chil dhood, education, health, substance abuse, vi ol ence
preventi on, and juvenile justice or gani zati ons or
associ ations, to be appointed by the Governor; and 2 nenbers
of each caucus of the House of Representatives and Senate
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the President of the Senate, respectively. The Governor shal

appoi nt t he Par t nership Chair and shall designate a

Governor's staff liaison to work wth the Partnership.
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(c) The Partnership shall submt a Prelimnary Plan to
t he Governor on Septenber 30, 2004 and shall submt the Final
Plan on June 30, 2005. Thereafter, on Septenber 30 of each
year, the Partnership shall submt an annual report to the
Gover nor on t he progress of Plan inplenentation and
recommendations for revisions in the Plan. The Final Plan and
annual reports submtted in subsequent years shall include
estimates of savings achieved in prior fiscal years under
subsection (a) of Section 5-5.23 of the Illinois Public Ad
Code and federal financial participation received under
subsecti on (b) of Section 5-5.23 of that Code. The
Departnent of Public Aid shall provide technical assistance

in devel oping these estimates and reports.

Section 10. O fice of Mental Health services. The Ofice
of Mental Health wthin the Departnent of Human Services
shal |l allow grant and purchase-of-service noneys to be used

for services for children frombirth through age 18.

Section 15. Mental health and school s.

(a) The Illinois State Board of Education shall devel op
and inplenment a plan to incorporate social and enotional
devel opnent standards as part of the 1llinois Learning
St andar ds for the purpose of enhancing and measuring
children's school readiness and ability to achieve academc
success. The plan shall be submtted to the Governor, the
General Assenbly, and the Partnership by Decenber 31, 2004.

(b) Every Illinois school district shall develop a
policy for incorporating social and enotional devel opnent
into the district's educational program The policy shal
address teaching and assessing social and enotional skills
and protocols for responding to children wth social,
enotional, or nental health problens, or a conbination of

such problens, that inpact learning ability. Each district
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must submt this policy to the 1Illinois State Board of

Educati on by August 31, 2004.

Section 95. The Illinois Public Aid Code is anended by

addi ng Section 5-5.23 as foll ows:

(305 | LCS 5/5-5.23 new)

Sec. 5-5.23. Children's nental health services.

(a) The Departnent of Public Aid, by rule, shall require

the screening and assessment of a <child prior to any

Medi cai d-funded admission to an inpatient hospital f or

psychiatric services to be funded by Medi caid. The screening

and assessnment shall include a det ermi nati on of t he

appropri at eness and availability of out-patient support

services for necessary treatnent. The Departnent, by rule,

shall establish nethods and standards of paynment for the

screening, assessnent, and necessary alternative support

servi ces.

(b) The Departnent of Public Ad, to t he ext ent

allowable under federal |law, shall secure federal financi al

participation for Individual Care G ant expenditures nmade by

the Departnment of Hunman Services for the Medicaid optional

service authorized under Section 1905(h) of +the federal

Social Security Act, pursuant to the provisions of Section

7.1 of the Mental Health and Devel opment al Disabilities

Adm ni strative Act.

(c) The Departnent of Public Aid shall work jointly with

the Department of Hunman Services to i npl enent subsections (a)

and (b).

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon
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